
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 
 

Overall Comments 
The draft submission shows a good choice of your work and the selections of examples 
that reflect learning outcomes answer the required outcomes. I suggested that the 
submission is too long, but simple changes – already proposed – such as removing the 
quoted requirements and references to Miro would make a big difference. I felt 2 
assignments in one example of creative work was overly complicated as both 
assignments are already complex.   
 
Feedback on assignment  
Tutor’s additional notes and suggestions in red 
 
22/6/22 - 11.30-12.30 
 
DT’s first comment was that there was an awful lot of material in the submitted 
assignment; given the limited amount of time that - particularly the second assessor - will 
have with my work, it all needs to be tighter. The majority of the tutorial then focussed on 
how to boil the material down in order to make it more effective in the context of the 
November assessment event. 
 
(I mentioned here the assessment guidance that each of the five learning outcomes for 
LPE were supposed to be backed up by one or two posts from my log, but this seems not 
to be something that students are currently supplying in the main) 
 
Also required by the current assessment guidelines is a selection of three series of 
creative work and a reflective presentation. Starting with my selection of work, DT felt 
that my idea of combining the Orkney slideshow from assignment one with the Flotta 
pictures from assignment 3 was over-complicating things. The original first assignment 
had combined ideas of the sublime and nostalgia for travel to a beautiful place, with the 
reality of lockdown restrictions on movement; this was simple enough to work and be 
effective; the Flotta pictures will go (and likely be used to illustrate some of the other 
learning outcomes, rather than as a stand-alone project. 
 
The other two series - the journey from assignment 2 and the Disputed Territories of 
assignment 5 - both have enough complexity but avoid being over-freighted with too 
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many confusing ideas: there are three journeys going on in the assignment two video - 
me on my bike, electricity and the flow of the river [not a bad thing, in fact I think I 
suggested making it clear at the start of the assignment] –  
 
…while assignment 5’s presentation of the images as linked groups  - which could also 
relate to the possible layout of a book - and the possibility of doing more work on their 
physical display before assessment again provided enough for someone to get their 
head around in the time allocated for the assessors. 
 
To help them further, I should reorder the text around all three series in order to further 
clarify what is going on. There is extraneous text in the pieces written for this assignment 
which can go as well - there is no need for quotes from the course-book or the 
assessment guidelines and the learning outcome texts can be simplified further. 
  
Again, my task between now and September is clear: simplify, condense, make the ideas 
behind my work more explicit… I don’t feel much needs to be done, just a simple 
edit/reduction of the blog post and one or two minor tweaks in the assignments 
 

 
 
We moved on to the reflective presentation. It included some nice work that DT hadn’t 
seen before (Contamination/Collaboration - the video I had made to pull together a body 
of collaborative work from one of the OCASA ‘Keeping up Momentum’ sessions) and 
discussed how to make it give a sense of how I had viewed my journey through the 
module.  
 
Then, with the reflective presentation acting as a starting point, we spent the rest of the 
tutorial talking more generally about how I had found LPE and how I felt it related to my 
work on earlier courses and what I was going to do next as I move on to level three of the 
BA. These are the sort of reflections you may want to consider putting in the reflective 
presentation – if you have the space/time …as well as * below 
 
I don’t feel that I have been as experimental here as I was during DIC (which is where I 
worked out the basics of the coding for the Contamination animation) but the Landscape 
work is probably more ’finished.’ I can use a camera well, and am now moving on to 
make more of an effort with how to present the images so that they make sense to a first-
time viewer. I have done a lot of work to establish links between the sections of the 
course and there is a coherence to my work here, which can be traced back to its starting 
point in the courses I have taken earlier in my time with the OCA. 
 
I have been using journeys as a starting point during work for some time now and various 
other conceptual threads run back to the earliest courses - I started playing around with 
composite images during Context and Narrative (I used the example of my Gursky 
pastiche, London No Se, here) and I had to concentrate hard at times not to simply 
replicate ideas I had been working with during The Art of Photography,  
 
* Mostly, I feel that the way I am working now is beginning to feel more like it is firmly 
mine although I have not managed to make work that has the same political impact 
around the environmental ideas found in LPE as I managed to achieve with an 
assignment (for I&P) based on the planning application to clad Grenfell tower…* 
 

For level three, I have a number of ideas that are coming together. In LPE I have been 
doing a lot of work that looks at cities from the point of view of someone who grew up in a 
very non-urban setting; in DIC, I took a lot of inspiration from Kurt Schwitters’ 



assemblages of the ’stuff‘ that surrounded him and turned my enjoyment of making 
product-style photographs of the detritus of everyday life into some sort of digital ‘Hyper 
Mertz.’ If I could combine the two, that would give me plenty to play with over the next 
three years. If that proved too expansive, there is definitely scope for producing 
something that takes as its starting point the controversy surrounding the rebuilding of 
the Edmonton incinerator (one of the ideas I did not take forward for assignment five). 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
For ‘there’s something looming in the background’ ethos, see Mitch Epstein’s 
American Power (https://mitchepstein.net/american-power-intro)  
And Chris Steele-Perkins’ Fuji (also looming in the background) 
http://www.chrissteeleperkins.com/books/fuji.html 
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